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The Minami-Tori Shima 
Island region (MTS)

Note: the Commission 
recommended that there 
is no continental shelf 
beyond 200 M in the 
Minami-Tori Shima Island 
region. 

(CLCS Recommendations 
to Japan, 19 April 2012)

200M EEZ limit



Minami-Tori Shima Island (Google Maps)



Drillship Chikyu exiting Suruga Bay 12 
January 2026, en route to Minami-
Tori Shima Island (courtesy of 
VesselFinder)



Northwest Pacific Region
Hatched areas are polymetallic nodule (PMN) contracts
Grey areas are PMN reserved areas
Green areas are cobalt-rich ferromanganese crust (CRFC) contracts
Red areas are CRFC reserved areas
(GIS elements for these areas courtesy of ISA)
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Area of Chikyu operations ISA licensed areas
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